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prayer by which they acknowledge themselves sinners; beg pardon of GOD ;*and the intercession, in their behalf, of the angels, of the saints, and of their brethren upon earth. No prayers are more frequently in the mouth of Roman Catholics than these four; to which we may add the Doxology, repeated in the office at the end of every psalm, and m other places. In every canonical hour a hymn is also said, composed by Prudentius or some other ancient Father. The Roman Breviary contains also a small office in honour of the Blessed Virgin, and likewise what is called the office of the dead. We there find besides, the penitential and the gradual psalms, as they are called, together with the Litanies of the Saints> and of the Virgin Mary of Loretto.
BRIEFS. Letters patent, giving license for a public collection in churches. Briefs are now disused,
BROWNISTS. A sect that arose among the puritans towards the close of the sixteenth century; so named from their leader, Robert Brown. Their tenets were those which are now held by the Independents, of whom he may be regarded as the founder.
BULL, means a brief or mandate of the Pope or Bishop of Rome; so called from the seal of lead, or sometimes of gold, affixed to it.
BURIAL. The primitive Christians in the first centuries used to bury their dead in the places used also by the Heathen, in caves or vaults by the way side, or in fields out of their cities. Only, as the heathen used to burn the bodies of the dead and collect the ashes in urns, the Christians thought this to'tfe a barbarity and insult, to destroy a body appointed to a glorious resurrection. They therefore restored the older and better practice of laying the remains decently in the earth. Their persecutors, knowing their feelings on this subject, often endeavoured to prevent them" from burying their dead, by burning the bodies of their martyrs, as they did that of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna: and throwing their ashes into rivers, as they did those of the martyrs of Lyons and Vienne in France, A. D. 177. And whereas the Heathen seemed to think it unlucky and of evil omen to perform their funerals by day, carrying out their dead after nightfall and by torchlight; the Christians used to follow their